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Introduction and background on the author  

Washington Irving was born April 3, 1783. He was an American short-story writer, essayist, 

biographer, and historian of the 19th century. He is best known for his short stories Rip Van 

Winkle, which was written in 1819, and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, which was written in 

1820.   Born and raised in Manhattan to a merchant family, Irving made his literary debut in 

1802 when he was about nineteen years old, with a series of observational letters to the Morning 

Chronicle, written under  a fake name, Jonathan Oldstyle. He temporarily moved to England for 

the family business in 1815 where he achieved fame with the publication of The Sketch Book of 

Geoffrey Crayon, Gent., serialized from 1819–20. He continued to publish regularly throughout 

his life, and he completed a five-volume biography of George Washington just eight months 

before his death at age 76 in Tarrytown, New York. Irving was one of the first American writers 

to earn attention in Europe, and he encouraged other American authors such as Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Herman Melville and Edgar Allan Poe. Several of 

Irving's brothers became active New York merchants; they encouraged his literary aspirations, 

often supporting him financially as he pursued his writing career. Irving was an uninterested 

student who preferred adventure stories and drama, and he regularly sneaked out of class in the 

evenings to attend the theater by the time he was 14. Now let’s talk about the story you are about 

to read. Halloween is a time when everyone sits around telling scary stories or watching scary 

movies with friends or family. Some even dress up as scary characters like ghosts, goblins and 

witches. The story you are about to read is perfect for this time of year and the season of 

halloween. The village of Sleepy Hollow is said to be haunted and the townspeople experience 

this everyday, however the teacher of the town’s children believe ghosts are real until one night 
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when he is riding home from a party and experiences it himself. Read the story to find out more 

about the ghost the teacher ran into and what happened to him after!  
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Vocabulary 
Arithmetic - The branch of mathematics dealing with the properties and manipulation of numbers. 

Schoolmaster - A male teacher in a school.  

Tales - A fictitious or true narrative or story, especially one that is imaginatively recounted. 

Steeple - A church tower and spire. 

Saddle - A seat fastened on the back of a horse or other animal  

for riding, typically made of leather and raised at the front and rear. 

Master - A man who has people working for him, especially servants or slaves. 

Schoolhouse - A building used as a school, especially in a small community or village. 

Hoofs - The horny part of the foot of an ungulate animal, especially a horse. 

Fiddle - A violin, especially when used to play folk music. 

Mayor - The elected head of a city, town, or other municipality. 

Blacksmith - A person who makes and repairs things in iron by hand. 

 

 

Workbank 

● Fiddle 

● Schoolhouse 

● Hoofs 

● Steeple 

● Saddle 

● Tales  

● Arithmetic 

● Blacksmith 

● Mayor 

● Schoolmaster 

● Master 
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Writing Challenge: The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

After reading the story, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”, create your own alternate ending to the 

story. What happened to Ichabod Crane? Where did he go? Is he still in Sleepy Hollow? Be 

creative and use your imagination to tell a different ending to the story.  

 

Once you have written the alternate ending to the story, use a variety of objects to create 

sounds that correlate to your version of the ending.  

Here are some examples of household items you can use for sound effects: 

Blow dryer: Howling wind 

Coconuts: Hit two coconuts together to imitate a horse galloping 

Old shipping pallet/Old chair: Wooden creaks on a bridge 

Pumpkin: Smash a pumpkin at home for when the headless horsemen throws his head 
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 Follow along with me as I make pumpkin bread! The recipe I used is from the Mount Vernon 

Inn Restaurant. It is a colonial inspired recipe and is adapted from historical cookbooks that 

were used by Martha Washington at Mount Vernon. 

 
 

 

 

 

                     Scan the QR code below to get started!  
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Pumpkin Bread Recipe  
Yield: 1 large loaf or 6 small loaves 

Ingredients 
1 2/3 cups sifted regular flour 
1/4 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
3/4 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 
1/3 cup shortening 
1 1/3 cups sugar 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
2 eggs 
1 cup canned mashed pumpkin 
1/3 cup water 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts or pecans 

Directions 
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Grease loaf pan (9x5x3 inches) or 6 small loaf pans. Sift together 
flour, baking powder, baking soda, salt, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Cream shortening, sugar, and 
vanilla. Add eggs, one at a time, beating thoroughly after each addition. Stir in mashed pumpkin. 
Stir in dry ingredients in four additions, alternately with water, until just smooth. Do not overheat. 
Fold in nuts. Turn batter into prepared pan. Bake until a cake tester comes out clean, 45 to 55 
minutes. Turn out on the wire rack, right side up; cool. Will keep for several days if wrapped in foil 
in the refrigerator or indefinitely in the freezer. Bring to room temperature before serving 

 
 

This colonial inspired recipe comes from the Mount Vernon Inn Restaurant. The recipe presented 

here was adapted from historical cookbooks used by Martha Washington at Mount Vernon. 

https://www.mountvernon.org/inn/recipes/article/pumpkin-bread/ 
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