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Questions  
 
What do you know about Sleepy Hollow? 
 
There is a headless horseman character in the story, why do you 
think he is headless?  
 
Why do you think he wants to scare/terrorize people?  
 
Do you think that the headless horseman would ever be put to 
rest? 
 
 
 

 
Introduction to The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 

 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is a classic short 

story. It is considered an example of early American 
folklore*. It is considered one of America’s first ghost 
stories, and one of the scariest.  However, tales of 
headless horsemen have been around since the 
Middle Ages. Throughout time and history, many 
writers have put their own spin on the classic tale of 
the headless horsemen. Washington Irving's 1820 
headless horseman short story, The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow is believed to be inspired by a “soldier who was 
decapitated by a cannonball during the Battle of White 
Plain,” that took place around Halloween 1776. Irving’s tale of The  Legend of Sleepy Hollow takes 
place in the New York village of Sleepy Hollow, which is located  in Westchester County. 
 
*Folklore is a story that is usually shared verbally and not often read. 
 
For more information and facts on The Legend of Sleepy Hollow visit: 
https://www.history.com/news/legend-sleepy-hollow-headless-horseman 
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https://youtu.be/39XQbxNDAfs ← Link and QR code to watch video! 
                Link and code to the full recipe → Granny's Gingerbread Cake Recipe  
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https://una.instructure.com/courses/51212/files/8258868/download?wrap=1


 

                  The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
Vocabulary 

 
Arithmetic -  the use of numbers in counting and calculation 
Schoolmaster -  a male teacher in a school 
Schoolhouse -  a building used as a school, especially in a small 

community or village 
Sagging -  sinking or declining  
Jolly -  happy and cheerful 
Fiddle -  a violin, especially when used to play folk music 
Blacksmith -  a person who makes and repairs thing in iron by hand 
Foolish -  lacking good sense or judgment; unwise 
Steeple -  a tall tower of a church or other building 
Trembling -  shaking or quivering 
Swung -  moving or cause of moving back and forth or from side to 

side 
Squarely -  directly, without deviating to one side 
Master -  a person who has control of something 
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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle 
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https://www.smore.com/ys7r6-the-legend-of-sleepy-hollow 
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