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EDUCATION STANDARDS & OBJECTIVES

1. Visual Arts: Alabama Anchor Standard Creating 2 – Artists experiment with forms,

structures, materials, concepts, media, and artmaking approaches.

2. Visual Arts: Alabama Anchor Standard Responding 7 – Individual aesthetic and

empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to

understanding and appreciation of self and others.

3. Visual Arts: Alabama Anchor Standard Connecting 10– Through artmaking,

people make meaning by investigating and developing awareness of perceptions,

knowledge, and experiences.

4. Visual Arts: Alabama Anchor Standard 11 – People develop ideas and

understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions with art.
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PROJECTS

Watch the Artist Spotlight video on Lynthia Edwards.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kB9vrPBqB_w

IMAGE 1 & 1A: “Blue”

1. The artist takes a well-known object, the Raggedy Ann doll, and reimagines

color, patterns, and facial expressions. She expresses aspects of her identity

that reveal how she views herself, and how others might view her. Choose

a childhood toy and create a self-portrait that showcases aspects of your

personality and identity.

IMAGE 2 & 2A: “Sweet Pickle Princess and the Crow”

2. This painting contains both a human individual and an animal. The crow

represents various concepts, such as a play on the word “black” as crows

are black but also associated with human skin color. The artist has chosen

to paint the bird in different, unexpected  colors and patterns. She also uses

different shapes within the figures and background. Create a self-portrait

with an animal you identify with, using unusual colors and varying shapes.

BIOGRAPHY
Lynthia Edwards grew up as a round peg in a square hole. She was born and

raised in Alexander City, Alabama. At an early age, she and her imaginary friend

would spend hours drawing with fat pencils and broken crayons on Piggly Wiggly

brown paper bags. Lynthia always knew she would become an artist.

She has accomplished an Associate’s degree in Graphic Design, from the Art

Institute of Atlanta. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Art Education from
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Auburn University of Montgomery and completed her education with a Master’s

degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham, in Art Education.

Since 2011, She has taught art for the State of Alabama Department of Youth

Services School District for adjudicated male offenders. She has also painted

portraits of Civil Rights icon John Lewis, which were purchased by John Lewis

himself.

Lynthia’s expressionistic style evokes a sense of nostalgia, by exposing her growth

as a middle class African American girl, looking for her place in society. Through

her art, she desires to impart on the world, the southern black girl experience.

Her pieces grace private collections throughout the United States and have been

featured in galleries and exhibits, to include, both Arts Revive Roots and Wings

Exhibit of Selma, Alabama and The Attic Gallery of Vicksburg, Mississippi.

ARTIST STATEMENT
As an artist, I am inspired by the ordinary existence of black girls raised in the

south.  I create art that expresses her emotions, thoughts and ideas about the

world she lives in. I create these works of art with intention and purpose of

igniting a dialogue amongst the viewers that glorify black girl magic.
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IMAGE 1
“Blue” (2021) Acrylic on Canvas
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IMAGE 1.A
“Blue” (2021) Acrylic on Canvas
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IMAGE 2
“Sweet Pickle Princess and the Crow” (2021) Acrylic on canvas
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IMAGE 2.A
“Sweet Pickle Princess and the Crow” (2021) Acrylic on canvas
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Artistic Style- In the visual arts, style is a "...distinctive manner which permits

the grouping of works into related categories" or "...any distinctive, and therefore

recognizable, way in which an act is performed or an artifact made or ought to be

performed and made". It refers to the visual appearance of a work of art that

relates it to other works by the same artist or one from the same period, training,

location, "school", art movement or archaeological culture.

Black Girl Magic- A movement popularized by CaShawn Thompson in 2013. The

concept celebrates the beauty, power and resilience of Black women;

congratulates Black women on their accomplishments; and hopes to counteract

the negativity society places on Black women.

Colorism- Prejudice or discrimination against individuals with a dark skin tone,

typically among people of the same ethnic or racial group.

Contrast- Refers to the arrangement of opposite elements and effects.

Identity- Who you are, the way you think about yourself, the way you are

viewed by the world and the characteristics that define you.

Inspiration- The process of being mentally stimulated to do or feel something,

especially to do something creative.

Penecostal- Protestant Christian religious body that emphasizes individual

experiences of grace, spiritual gifts (such as faith healing), expressive worship,

and evangelism.

Raggedy Ann- a character created by American writer Johnny Gruelle

(1880–1938) that appeared in a series of books he wrote and illustrated for young

children. Raggedy Ann is a rag doll with red yarn for hair and a triangle nose.

The character was created in 1915 as a doll, and was introduced to the public in
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the 1918 book Raggedy Ann Stories. When a doll was marketed with the book, the

concept had great success. A sequel, Raggedy Andy Stories (1920), introduced the

character of her brother, Raggedy Andy. Further characters such as Beloved

Belindy, a black mammy doll, were featured as dolls and characters in books.

Self portrait- A portrait of an artist produced or created by that artist.
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