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EDUCATION STANDARDS & OBJECTIVES

1. Alabama Anchor Standard Creating 1 & 2 – Contexts, histories, and traditions of art

forms; artists experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and

artmaking approaches.

2. Alabama Anchor Standard Presenting 6 – Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected,

preserved, or presented either by artists, museums or other venues communicate

meaning and a record of social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the

cultivating of appreciation and understanding.

3. Alabama Anchor Standard Responding 7 – Individual aesthetic and empathetic

awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to understanding and

appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.

4. Alabama Anchor Standard Connecting 10 & 11 – Through artmaking, people make

meaning by investigating and developing awareness of perceptions, knowledge, and

experiences; People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history

through their interactions with art.
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BACKGROUND

What animals are important in Indian art?

In a land of snow-clad mountains on the one side and the vast expanse of sea on

the other side, India has areas of both tropical forests and deserts, and its

landscape is crisscrossed by mountains and rivers. It is no wonder that nature

has created a deep impression on the minds of its inhabitants, and that it is

prominently displayed in the art of India.

In painting, architecture, sculpture, and other fine arts, animals have deeper

meanings; they represent not only the physical form but qualities such as valor

and intelligence. Eastern religions associate birds, mammals, reptiles, and other

animals with different gods and consider them sacred. We will focus on three: the

peacock, the tiger, and the elephant.

Animals and the Divine

The Peacock & Krishna

The peacock has always been an object of wonder and inspiration, and it has

been mentioned in accounts dating back more than 2,000 years. It was eventually

adopted as the national bird of India.
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The peacock adorns the crown of Lord Krishna, the most loved god of the Hindu

pantheon, who has been an inspiration to artists across the subcontinent.

Krishna is said to have been born 5200 years ago, and he is the most popular and

also the most powerful incarnation of Lord Vishnu, who is said to have been

born to free the Earth from all evil. Cursed that he could never be a king, Krishna

is responsible for the making of kings and their empires. His ready-wit, his

cunning, and at times even his manipulation are lessons of learning for people.

Dark as the night, Krishna (Krsna) is so-named because his name means ‘dark’.

The most popular story connecting the peacock with Lord Krishna is as follows:

Once when Lord Krishna was playing his flute, peacocks started dancing in joy

and excitement upon listening to the sweet melody. After the dance, they spread

their feathers on the ground and the chief peacock offered them to Lord Krishna

with humility. The Lord accepted the gift and promised to always adorn himself

with it.

Symbolism- The peacock is believed to reduce the troubles in life and bring

happiness, peace, and prosperity.

In Buddhism, the peacock is a symbol of compassion and watchfulness.
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The Tiger & Durga

The goddess Durga is depicted as riding on a lion or a tiger. She represents the

power of the Supreme Being that preserves moral order and righteousness in the

creation. The Sanskrit word durga means fort or a place that is protected and

thus difficult to reach. Durga protects mankind from evil and misery by

destroying evil forces (negative energy and vices—arrogance, jealousy, prejudice,

hatred, anger, greed, and selfishness).

In Hinduism, the tiger Gdon was offered by gods to serve goddess Durga as a

mount for rewarding her victory. As Durga fought with ten weapons wielded on

her arms, Gdon supported its master and attacked the foes with its claws and

fangs. The threatening tiger represented power from the wars its master had won

over enemies.

Symbolism- A tiger symbolizes unlimited power. Thus, Goddess Durga

symbolizes the Divine forces (positive energy) that are used against the negative

forces of evil and wickedness. She represents pure energy (positive), known as

jyoti (divine light), that is the embodiment of feminine and creative energy.
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Durga riding a tiger indicates that She possesses unlimited power and uses it to

protect virtue and destroy evil.

In Buddhism, the tiger is noted for its strength, courage and perseverance.
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The Elephant & Ganesha

As opposed to Krishna and Durga, where animals are separate creatures,

Ganesha (or Ganesh) is the god with the head of an elephant. Ganesha is a very

popular god in Hinduism. He is worshiped as the lord of beginnings and as the

lord of removing obstacles, the patron of arts and sciences, and the god of

intellect and wisdom.

The Hindu tradition calls Ganesha as the Vighneshvara. "Vighneshvara" in

Sanskrit language means one who was the lord of obstacles or difficulties. Thus,

the Hindu tradition states that by worshiping Ganesha, one can remove all

obstacles and difficulties.

There are many stories of how Ganesha received the head of an elephant. The

popular and widely-held version is as follows:
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A story says that one day, Goddess Parvati was taking a bath at home. She did not

want anyone to disturb her. She created a boy with her powers, and told him to

guard and not let anyone in. When Lord Shiva came home, he wanted to come

inside but the boy would not let him. Lord Shiva asked his army to make him go

away, but his army failed. Finally, Shiva just cut the boy’s head off. When Parvati

heard what had happened, she was angry. She pleaded with Shiva to save him.

Lord Shiva sent his army to go find a head for Ganesha. His army came back with

an elephant head.

Symbolism- Hindu tradition states that Ganesha is a god of wisdom, success and

good luck. His elephant head is also interpreted as indicating intelligence, power,

fidelity, or other attributes thought to be had by elephants. The large elephant

ears are said to denote wisdom and the ability to listen to people who seek help.

Like Durga with her tiger, Ganesha is always depicted with a mouse or rat. The

mouse represents ego. Lord Ganesha using the mouse represents the need to

control ego, and so it's said that one who controls his ego has Ganesha

consciousness. It also symbolizes uncontrolled desires and ego that can nibble all

that is good and noble in a person.

In Buddhism, this god is called Vinayaka and retains its image with an elephant

head. It is also considered the god of destroying obstacles.
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Fables
Panchatantra (“Five Treatises”) is one of the most popular collections of

animal-based fables. It is an ancient Indian collection in Sanskrit verse and prose,

arranged within a frame story. Each of these fables has an associated moral, and

the fables are among the most widely known in the world. It goes by many names

in many cultures. There is a version of Panchatantra in nearly every major

language of India, and there are 200 versions of the text in more than 50

languages around the world.

The fables feature many different animals, and there are several about the

peacock, tiger, and elephant featured in this lesson. This website contains the

following stories:

http://oaks.nvg.org/ifabin.html

The Peacock and the Fox

The Peacock and the Tortoise

The Peacock, the Goose, and the Turkey

The Peacock and the Crow

The Fawn and the Little Tiger

The Tiger, the Wolf, and the Fox

The Tiger and the Giraffe

The Tiger, the Stag, and the Crocodile

The Tiger and the Hare

The Tiger, the Fox, and the Hunters

The Elephant, the Frogs, and the Toad

The Elephant and the Ape

The Fox and the Tame Elephant

The Elephant and the Fly
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PROJECT

Using paints, colored pencils, markers, or your choice of medium, have the

students create an illustration from the information in this lesson: The

Animal and the Divine or a Fable featuring the peacock, tiger, or elephant.

Have the students type a small description on a separate piece of paper that

explains the story and symbolism.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS & IMAGES
Darshan- the beholding of a deity (god, goddess, supreme being– especially in

image form), revered person, or sacred object in Indian religion, particularly

Hinduism. The human who sees the deity receives a blessing.

Diwali- a major Hindu religious festival that lasts for five days during

October/November. Known as the “Festival of Lights.”

Ego- a person's sense of self-esteem or self-importance.

Fidelity- faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief, demonstrated by continuing

loyalty and support.

Holi- a popular ancient Hindu festival held in March. It celebrates the blossoming

of spring and marks the end of winter, the joys of love, and the victory of good

over evil. Also known as the "Festival of Love," the "Festival of Colors," and the

"Festival of Spring".

Humility- a modest or low view of one's own importance; humbleness.

Manipulate- to control or influence (a person or situation) cleverly, unfairly, or

unscrupulously.

Pantheon- all the gods of a people or religion collectively.

Puga- worship.

Religions-  main religions in ancient India:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Islam,

and Jainism. Hinduism and Buddhism were the religions with the largest number

of followers in ancient India.

● Hinduism: a combination of different Indian cultures and traditions, with

diverse roots. It has no founder, and its origins are unknown.
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○ There are 4 goals or aims of human life: Dharma (duties), Artha

(prosperity), Kama (desires/passions), and Moksha

(liberation/freedom/salvation).

○ Other beliefs include karma (action, intent and consequences),

Saṃsāra (cycle of rebirth), and the Yogas (paths or practices to attain

moksha). The eternal duties are honesty, non-violence (ahimsa),

patience, self-restraint, and compassion, among others.

○ Rituals include puja (worship) and recitations, meditation,

family-oriented rites of passage, annual festivals, and occasional

pilgrimages.

● Buddhism: based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama (563-483 BCE),

later known as Gautama Buddha.

○ A Buddha is one who is said to be awake to the truth of life. While

many people see Buddhism as a religion, others see it as a

philosophy, and others as a way of finding reality.

○ The 4 Noble Truths - suffering, the cause of suffering, the end of

suffering, and the path that leads to the end of suffering.

○ The Noble 8-Fold Path - Right Understanding, Right Thought, Right

Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right

Mindfulness, and Right Concentration.

○ Ways of showing devotion to the Buddha are ceremonies, festivals,

different types of meditation, and retreats. Puja is the name for

ceremonies that involve offerings, or gifts, and are carried out in a

temple or at home. During these ceremonies, there will also be

meditation and prayer. This is known as devotional practice and its

purpose is to enable Buddhists to express how grateful they are to

the Buddha for what he taught. This allows them to show respect for

his teachings.
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Sanskrit- an ancient language of India, in which the Hindu scriptures and

classical Indian epic poems are written and from which many northern Indian

languages are derived.
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