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VISUAL ARTS EDUCATION STANDARDS & OBJECTIVES
1. Alabama Anchor Standard Creating 1 & 2 – Contexts, histories, and traditions of art
forms; artists experiment with forms, structures, materials, concepts, media, and artmaking
approaches.

2. Alabama Anchor Standard Presenting 6 – Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected,
preserved, or presented either by artists, museums or other venues communicate meaning
and a record of social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of
appreciation and understanding.

3. Alabama Anchor Standard Responding 7 – Individual aesthetic and empathetic
awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to understanding and
appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.

4. Alabama Anchor Standard Connecting 10 & 11 – Through artmaking, people make
meaning by investigating and developing awareness of perceptions, knowledge, and
experiences; People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through
their interactions with art.
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BACKGROUND
What are Indian miniatures?
Indian miniatures are small-scale, highly-detailed paintings. They trace back to at
least 9th century CE and are a living tradition with many contemporary artists
still pursuing the art form.

Material- Paper was introduced in India in the 12th century, but the miniature
paintings trace back to at least the 9th century. They were painted on
manuscripts, which were on cloth or made out of dried palm leaves from the
Palmyra or Talipot palm trees.

Color- By the 12th century, free from restrictions of painting on palm leaf, Indian
miniatures grew bigger in format. They began to include more intense colors and
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extensive border embellishments. Miniature paintings began to break new
ground in color with golds, silvers, and a new ultramarine blue from lapis lazuli.

Artists- Most artists who painted them remain anonymous. There are numerous
miniatures styles from different periods and geographical areas, and these styles
have influenced each other. Many artists trained in one style but then took their
art form to another location, altering it or creating new styles. The painters of
these tiny, extraordinary works were craftspeople of the highest order. Often,
brushes with only a single bristle would be used to pick out fine details, and the
technique is very refined.
Stories- Miniatures were heavily influenced by Indian literature and were often
used as illustrations to texts, as well as stand-alone paintings. Indian painters
illustrated epics, fables and religious texts, visualizing these stories through art
for those who might not be able to read.
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PROJECT
Watch the video on Indian Miniatures.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzTbYkp_FRg&t=34s

Materials:
Sketchbook and pencil
Card Stock (cut to 4 by 6 inches)
Gouache paint sets (12 colors plus white)
Small paint brushes
Erasers
Cups of water

Procedure:
1. Students look at Indian Miniature paintings in small groups and come up
with a class list of identifying characteristics (borders, landscapes, etc.) This
becomes their list of requirements.
2. Students look at a variety of Indian imagery from a variety of resources
(internet, books, etc.)
3. Students sketch out their idea for their Indian miniature in pencil in their
sketchbook, with a focus on the requirements and using the visual
resources.
4. The students create a color wheel using the gouache to familiarize
themselves with the medium.
5. Students draw their miniature design onto 4 by 6 inch card stock with
pencil.
6. Students paint their Indian Miniatures with gouache.
7. The students should be reminded to put their name on the back of their
completed piece of work.
Simplified Project:
Substitute colored pencils, markers, or paints from your existing supply for
gouache paint. Instead of freehand sketches, print out the provided
templates on card stock, cut, and have the students fill in with colors of
their choice.
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Vishnu & Radha
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Lady Playing Tanpura
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Navagunjara
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS & IMAGES
Contemporary- belonging to or occurring in the present.
Darshan- the beholding of a deity (god, goddess, supreme being– especially in
image form), revered person, or sacred object in Indian religion, particularly
Hinduism. The human who sees the deity receives a blessing.
Diwali- is a major Hindu religious festival that lasts for five days during
October–November. Known as the “Festival of Lights.”
Embellishments- a decorative detail or feature added to something to make it
more attractive.
Epic- a long poem, usually from ancient oral tradition, narrating the deeds and
adventures of heroic or legendary figures or the history of a nation.
Fable- a short story, usually with animals as characters, conveying a moral.
Holi- a popular ancient Hindu festival held in March. It celebrates the blossoming
of spring and marks the end of winter, the joys of love and the victory of good
over evil. Also known as the "Festival of Love," the "Festival of Colors," and the
"Festival of Spring".
Lapis lazuli- a bright blue rock consisting largely of lazurite, used for decoration
and in jewelry; when crushed, it is made into a paint color called ultramarine.
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Manuscript-a book, document, or piece of music written by hand rather than
typed or printed.

A palm leaf manuscript.

Moral- a lesson, especially one concerning what is right, that can be derived from
a story, a piece of information, or an experience.
Palm Leaves- the palmyra palm is a genus of fan palm; in parts of India is known
as the “celestial tree” because all parts of the tree can be used. The talipot palm is
also a fan palm and is one of the largest in the world.

Palmyra Palm Tree

Talipot Palm Tree

Puja- worship.
Religious texts- scriptures for the main religions in ancient India: Hinduism,
Buddhism, Sikhism, Islam, and Jainism. Hinduism and Buddhism are the
religions with the largest number of followers.
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● Hinduism: a combination of different Indian cultures and traditions, with
diverse roots. It has no founder, and its origins are unknown.
○ There are 4 goals or aims of human life: Dharma (duties), Artha
(prosperity), Kama (desires/passions), and Moksha
(liberation/freedom/salvation).
○ Other beliefs include karma (action, intent, and consequences),
Saṃsāra (cycle of rebirth), and the Yogas (paths or practices to attain
moksha). The eternal duties are honesty, non-violence (ahimsa),
patience, self-restraint, and compassion, among others.
○ Rituals include puja (worship) and recitations, meditation,
family-oriented rites of passage, annual festivals, and occasional
pilgrimages.
● Buddhism: based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama (563-483 BCE),
later known as Gautama Buddha.
○ A Buddha is one who is said to be awake to the truth of life. While
many people see Buddhism as a religion, others see it as a
philosophy, and others as a way of finding reality.
○ The 4 Noble Truths- suffering, the cause of suffering, the end of
suffering, and the path that leads to the end of suffering.
○ The Noble 8-Fold Path - Right Understanding, Right Thought, Right
Speech, Right Action, Right Livelihood, Right Effort, Right
Mindfulness, and Right Concentration.
○ Ways of showing devotion to the Buddha are ceremonies, festivals,
different types of meditation, and retreats. Puja is the name for
ceremonies that involve offerings, or gifts, and are carried out in a
temple or at home. During these ceremonies, there will also be
meditation and prayer. This is known as devotional practice, and its
purpose is to enable Buddhists to express how grateful they are to
the Buddha for what he taught. This allows them to show respect for
his teachings.
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Manuscript miniature, Buddha teaching the Four Noble Truths.

Sanskrit- an ancient language of India, in which the Hindu scriptures and
classical Indian epic poems are written and from which many northern Indian
languages are derived.
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/indian-miniature-paintings-a-history/eAURdUsdMraLeA?hl=en
https://www.thesmartteacher.com/exchange/resource/1390/Indian-Miniatures
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/art-at-home/coloring-books
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